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What will pupils need to know in order to
be able to access this article’

Swimming the
English Channel

from Dover in England to Calais in France

The first Channel swimmer

On a foggy August afternoon in 1875, a lone swimmer
dived from Admiralty Pier in Dover into the cold waters
of the English Channel. Nearly twenty-two hours later,
the exhausted man staggered onto French soil at Calais
and became an instant hero. Captain Matthew VWebb
had become the first person to swim across the

English Channel.

Twenty-seven-year-old Webb was a merchant seaman

from Shropshire. He had always been a powerful swimmer
and, hearing of |.B.Thompson’s failed attempt to swim the
Channel in 1872, he was inspired to give up his job and
train as a long-distance swimmer. Webb’s first attempt had
to be abandoned due to bad weather, but he returned to

the icy Channel waters two weeks later. 141101'Cat
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What will pupils need to know in order to
be able to access this article’

Many of the hardships that
Matthew Webb had to deal

with during his pioneering swim
are still faced by modern-day
Channel swimmers. In fact, some
of his methods for dealing with
these hardships are still used
today. Webb coated himself in

oil for protection against the
cold and jellyfish stings. He was
also accompanied by boats so his
friends could protect and feed
him. It must be said, however, that
the ale, brandy and beef tea they
supplied are not standard for
today’s cross-Channel swimmers!
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Verbal Reasoning — solve this!

DEAR MEAD WARE DRAM
35 6342 223

| Find the code Yor the word DRAM.
2. What would the code be yor REAM?
3. Find the word that has the number 6234
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Personal, Social & Emotional

Jactors to be aware of. ..
(refer to handout)
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Curriculum Development

Your thoughts. ..
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